





August 14, 2007

Peter S. Kalikow, Chairman and

Elliot G. Sander, Executive Director and CEO

Metropolitan Transportation Authority

347 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10017

Howard Roberts, President 

New York City Transit

2 Broadway

New York, NY 10004

Dear Chairman Kalikow, Director Sander and President Roberts:


We write in response to recent reports that the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) is considering fare increases to combat future deficits.  As you know, we have been proponents of restoring express service to the F line in Brooklyn and we cannot support a fare hike until the MTA commits to restoring this service within a reasonable timeframe.


The MTA has said that an express F train cannot be considered until 2012, upon completion of the Gawanus Viaduct restoration.  As you know, in addition to the two unused express tracks between Bergen Street and Church Avenue, a single unused track exists thereafter up to Kings Highway.  Anyone who has ridden the elevated portion of the Culver line has seen the single express track between Church Avenue and Kings Highway used sporadically despite the scheduled Gawanus Viaduct project.  We fail to understand what relevance the viaduct has to the elevated express track between Church Avenue and Kings Highway, or, for that matter, the underground express tracks beyond the viaduct, from 7th Avenue to Church Avenue.  Additionally, we remain unconvinced that the MTA’s 2012 goal is a reasonable timeframe for the completion of work on the viaduct, and, transitively, full restoration of express service. 

The MTA has also cited insufficient demand as an argument against restoration of express service on the F line.  Based on the community’s loud voicing of their concern over this matter, including an online petition with more than 3,500 signatures, we believe the demand will be particularly evident when service is improved, and the MTA is offering its riders a more reasonable commute.  At a time when the city’s leadership is attempting to convince more New Yorkers to step out of their car and into mass transit, a fare hike without tangible improvements would severely undermine this effort.


We ask that you contact us to schedule a meeting to discuss this matter further.  We can be reached in our district offices at (718) 853-2704 (Felder) and (718) 373-9673 (Recchia).

Sincerely,

Simcha Felder 




         Domenic M. Recchia Jr.

District 44




         District 47
