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STATEMENT OF COUNCIL MEMBERS BREWER, GERSON AND YASSKY ON THE 
TERM LIMITS BILL
We are announcing today our intention to offer an amendment to the Mayor’s term limits bill, Intro. 845-A, when it comes before the City Council on Thursday.  Our amendment seeks to have the term limits issue decided by a referendum, rather than by City Council legislation.

On the substance of the Mayor’s proposal to lengthen the term limit on City officeholders, we believe that a 12-year limit is better policy than an eight-year limit.  We believe that a 12-year limit will strengthen the City Council as an institution, and allow it to function as the robust, policy-making institution envisioned by the 1993 Charter Reform.  We also believe that the case for lengthening the term limit is particularly strong at this critical moment in the history of our City.  We face a financial crisis of nearly unprecedented severity.  We are convinced that it is in the best interests of the City, and consistent with true democratic principles, for voters to have the opportunity to choose whether or not to maintain the current set of City government leaders in next year's election.
 
We also, however, agree with the 89% of New Yorkers who, according to a recent Quinnipiac poll, believe that the decision about extending term limits is best made by the voters, not the City Council.  Voters have twice affirmed the current term limits policy.  The City Council should not act on its own when there is still time for a special-election referendum before next year’s fall elections.  
This critical issue – whether the decision about term limits should be made by referendum or by Council action – should be put squarely before the City Council.  Accordingly, we intend to ensure that Council Members have the option to vote on a referendum proposal as an alternative to the Mayor's proposal to amend term limits legislatively.  When Intro. 845-A, the Mayor's proposal, comes up for a vote, we intend to offer an amendment that would create a charter revision commission for the purpose of putting the term limits extension on the ballot at the earliest possible opportunity.
We have received many inquiries from the media and the public about the position each of us will take on the Mayor’s bill if our efforts to amend should not succeed.  We believe the amendment is meritorious and will devote our full efforts to securing its passage.  In the event it does not pass, each of us will then determine how to vote on the Mayor’s bill.
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