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The National Rifle Association proposed a plan today to position armed men around schools in
reaction to the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. New York
officials are not pleased with the proposal, judging from their reactions:

The NRA's Washington leadership has long been out of step with its members, and never has
that been so apparent as this morning. Their press conference was a shameful evasion of the
crisis facing our country. Instead of offering solutions to a problem they have helped create,
they offered a paranoid, dystopian vision of a more dangerous and violent America where
everyone is armed and no place is safe. Leadership is about taking responsibility, especially in
times of crisis. Today the NRA's lobbyists blamed everyone but themselves for the crisis of gun
violence. While they promote armed guards, they continue to oppose the most basic and
common sense steps we can take to save lives - not only in schools, but in our movie theaters,
malls, and streets. Enough. As a country, we must rise above special interest politics. Every
day, 34 Americans are murdered with guns. That's why 74 percent of NRA members support
common sense restrictions like criminal background checks for anyone buying a gun. It is time
for Americans who care about the Second Amendment and reasonable gun restrictions to join
together to work with the President and Congress to stop the gun violence in this country.
Demand a plan. â€” Mayor Michael Bloomberg

The NRAâ€™s response to the tragic events in Newtown is deeply disturbing and underscores
just how far out of touch they are from reality and the concerns of most Americans. The answer
to gun violence on our street corners, in our shopping centers and in our schools is not more
guns. The answer is stronger gun laws and a dramatic expansion of mental health services.

New York can and must be a leader in developing a solution. I am hopeful in the coming weeks
the Senate will join together with the Assembly and Governor Cuomo to pass meaningful
legislation that will begin to change the culture of gun violence in our society. â€” Assembly
Speaker Sheldon Silver
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Seven days after those teachers and children were murdered in Newtown, Connecticut the NRA
has broken their silence. I wish they had kept their mouths shut. All they did today was add
more pain and heartache to those Newtown families. Their remarks are some of the most
stupid, asinine, insensitive, ridiculous comments I have ever heard made in the public arena. All
these remarks tell us is that the NRA does not seem to care about protecting our children. I do
not understand how even with all of those little coffins being rolled out in Newtown, that the NRA
believes the answer is more guns. All that would have happened if there were armed guards in
Sandy Hook Elementary is that we would now have dead armed guards. Why do we need an
army style gun in that school, a gun we send to Afghanistan? I think the NRAâ€™s comments
today were a clear and blatant attempt to throw salt in the wounds of families who lost their
loved ones. As a human being, I am surprised and tremendously disappointed in what the NRA
did today. â€” Council Speaker Christine Quinn
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